
To whom it may concern, 

 

Submission against the proposed “Greater Macarthur Growth Area” 

 

I object to the threats the project presents to a critically important koala population 

in this region. 

• The project contradicts the NSW governments Save the iconic Koala strategy. 

• Roads and Maritime Services are responsible for destroying a nationally 

significant koala population at the Ballina Pacific Highway upgrade and cannot be 

relied on to provide any useful protection. 

• Tree planting should be undertaken MANY years before any project is 

contemplated. 

• Koalas in NSW are in catastrophic decline and this project’s impacts on this 

critically important population and habitat must not be permitted. The plan should 

not be approved. 

 • On the Greater Macarthur Growth Area 2040 planning and environment website 

“Koala conservation is at the heart of Greater Macarthur 2040, with a proposed 

koala reserve securing habitat and movement corridors.”  

• There are between 500-1000 koalas in the growth area. This is a 

critically important and disease-free population. If there is severe 

drought or bushfire through the region this population could be wiped 

out in 1 season. 

• Koalas require a minimum of 5 acres per animal for food and 

territory. 

• Noise levels. Once disturbed by noise koalas won’t inhabit that area 

again for many years. 

 

• “The proposed grant funding requirements will be set out in guidelines (to be 

released early in 2019)” Why are these not available now when the proposal is 

being sought? 



• “Care will be taken to manage the boundary between conservation land 

(including koala habitats) and urban development.” How, when areas of population 

haven’t yet been identified? 

• There are many endangered ecological communities such as the Cumberland 

plain woodland including other flora and fauna aside from the koala. 

• Widening of “Key” roads (Appin Road). Fauna, as is, is affected by the Hume 

Hwy. Road kill is prevalent through the area from Campbelltown to the Southern 

Highlands which also has endangered and ended human lives through that section. 

Further development will drive animals across all roads in the proposed region. 

• This is a critical food bowl not only for the Sydney region but for the whole of 

Australia. 

• Removal of trees will increase temperature which is already occurring across the 

Sydney basin. Penrith, while undergoing a massive housing boom, has consistently 

endured higher temperatures over the past 2 years (through all seasons) than the 

Hawkesbury region which has never occurred before. Climate change impacts are 

ignored. 

• The Nepean catchment. Where is the treated sewage to be expelled? The 

Nepean/Hawkesbury Rivers are already under strain. Further development 

upstream could irreparably damage the river system.  

• Too much development too quickly. Trees alone take at least 20 years to establish 

 

There are a hundred more mitigating factors against this proposal including the 

locations of important biodiversity, waterways, agriculture, mining and heritage. I 

haven’t elaborated upon these issues because of time constraints on my research of 

this preposterous proposal. I was informed of it only today, on the final day of the 

submission period. 

Sincerely, 

Rebecca Sykes 

North Richmond 


